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Benchmarking Yarra chardonnay
Toolangi Vineyards is hostinq a biennial event that places the region's chardonnay in an
internaYional iontext, and it's"not letting Australia dbwn.
o celebrate its 10th anniversary

two year's

ago, Yarra Valley producer Toolangi
organised Chardonnay 10, a masterclass

-lacking the overall balance and finesse of the best wines. The
exception was the first-rate Neudorf Vineyards Moutere 2010
Chardonnay ($70) from the Nelson region: pristine, tightly

benchmarking the local drop (including its
own ofcourse) against the best from around
the world (excluding other Australian chardonnays). The
tasting was a big enough success to encourage Garry and Julie
Hounsell from Toolangi to hold the event every two years. I
was among the panelists this year, commenting on the 21
wines presented to a full house of consumers and winemakers
eager to see just where the Yarra Valley fits in the larger
scheme of things. Three brackets of seven wines ran from the
lighter, more austere kind to richer, more powerful sryles.
The tasting confirmed what some in the room already
knew: Burgundy still produces the most compelling examples
on earth but the Yarra is now a serious rival to Margaret River
in WA, albeit making wines that are, on the whole, slightly
more restrained than those. Ve all learned that the evolution
- if not revolution - of Australian chardonnay over the past
10 years is gathering momentum. Aussie chardonnay is now
unquestionably world class. The move to preserving acidiry
by not putting wines through a secondary malolactic
fermentation, site selection, vine age, the determination of a

wound and one of the best wines in the first bracket. The tidy
2010 Yarra trio of Domaine Chandon ($25), Toolangi Estate
($50) and Mount Mary ($95) also sat comfortably alongside
my top wine of the bracket, Raveneau's minerally Chablis
Mont6e de Tonnerre 2009.
The Yarra continued to shine in the next bracket, with the
upper Yarra pair of Oakridge's 2010 structured and complex
864 Lusatia Park ($75, from'Woori Yallock sub-region) and
the impressive Hoddles Creek 1er Chardonnay 2010 ($a0)
both reflecting their high-altitude, cool-climate origins, while
the Giant Steps Tarraford Vineyad})l} ($45, from Yarra
Glen sub-region) is Yarra chardonnay at the richer end ofthe
spectrum. The differences not iust between producers but
between sub-regions are quite apparent and worth exploring.
ITith the exception of the totally disappointing Gaia Gaia
& Rey Chardonnay 2009 ($200) from Piedmont, Italy, the
final session turned out to be a super bracket ofwines, with
the Yarra performing well. Toolangi Reserve 2010 ($80 and

new generation and the advent of screwcap have all played
their part. And, according to wine writer and chardonnay
pioneerJames Halliday, new burgundy clones will form the

($80) held their own against rwo stars from Burgundy.
The almost unprocurable Coche-Dury Meursault Rougeots

next chapter of this exciting story.
As was at Chardonnay 10, New Zealand didn't fare
particularly well. And while a couple of my favourite NZ
producers werent represented at all (Kumeu River and Bell
Hill), the NZ contingent was a little old-fashioned for my
taste, with slightly obvious malo (buftery) characters and

made by Rick Kinzbrunner), Coldstream Hills Reserve
Chardonnay 2010 ($65) and Yering Station Reserve 2010

2009 ($195 if you can find it) is as complex as village
Meursault gets, while Pierre-Yves Colin-Morey 2009's
intense, minerally and super-refined Corton Charlemagne
2009 ($295\ was a reminder of the power, finesse and
structure of great Burgundy. Chardonnay 12 was also a
reminder of just how far Australian chardonnay has come
over the past decade. This is to be applauded. I
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